The Beginning of Wisdom
Background
Before we begin, it’s important to understand the book of Proverbs.
Proverbs was written primarily by King Solomon, the son of King David. When God offered Solomon anything he desired, Solomon did not ask for wealth, long life, or victory over his enemies—he asked for wisdom to lead God’s people well. Because of this humble request, God made Solomon the wisest man to ever live.
Scripture References:
· 1 Kings 3:5–12
· 1 Kings 4:29–34
The word Proverbs literally refers to wise sayings or practical instruction. Although Proverbs contains timeless principles for everyday living, it is much more than a self-help book. It teaches us how to live lives that honor God because true wisdom always begins with Him.
Before You Read Today, Consider the Following
1. Where do you usually go for wisdom?
When you’re faced with a difficult decision, whose voice do you trust first?
Write down your answer.
2. What does it mean to fear the Lord?
Without looking ahead, write your own definition.
3. Is there an area of your life where you’ve been relying on your own understanding instead of God’s?
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal it before continuing.
Why This Study Matters
In a world overflowing with opinions, information, and advice, it has never been easier to gain knowledge while remaining spiritually unwise.
God never intended His people to simply know more—He desires that we live wisely.
The book of Proverbs teaches us that wisdom is not primarily about intelligence or experience. Wisdom begins with knowing God rightly. It shapes how we speak, make decisions, handle relationships, steward our resources, and respond to life’s challenges.
When I first began reading Proverbs, the Lord used it to completely change how I viewed the world. Instead of asking, “What do I want?” I began asking, “What pleases God?” Proverbs taught me that wisdom isn’t simply knowing what is right—it is choosing God’s way even when it costs us.
My prayer is that the Holy Spirit would renew your mind, deepen your reverence for God, and transform the way you live.
Daily Devotional
“Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.” Proverbs 1:7 NLT
The fear of the Lord is all about reverence and humility. It is not fear in terms of being afraid; it is respecting the authority and sovereignty of God. It is knowing that He is greater than you in all aspects and, through that understanding, submitting yourself under His Lordship. Because you know He is greater, you look to Him for guidance in all areas of your life and seek Him in all your ways. It is only through this fear that anyone can obtain true knowledge and wisdom from God. True knowledge and wisdom were created by Him, so without first recognizing Him as the Creator, you will never be able to recognize His creation. The beauty in the fear of the Lord is that through that fear, you are free! Through our relationship with God, we are free from the curse of sin and death and can live a life of light! Hallelujah!!
Journal Prompts / Heart Checks
1. What does the fear of the Lord look like in my daily life?
How would someone know I truly revere God by watching how I live?
2. Where have I been relying on my own wisdom instead of seeking God’s?
What would surrender look like in that situation?
3. How do I respond to correction?
Do I become defensive, or do I allow God to shape me through it?
4. What voices influence my decisions the most?
Compare those voices with the truth of God’s Word.
5. Is there an area where pride has made me unteachable?
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal anything you’ve been resisting.
6. How have I seen God’s wisdom protect me in the past?
Reflect on moments where following His instruction produced peace or prevented unnecessary hardship.
7. What is one decision I need God’s wisdom for this week?
Write it down and spend time praying before making a move.
8. What would it practically look like for me to walk in wisdom this week?
Perhaps the Lord is inviting you to:
· Spend time in Proverbs before checking social media.
· Pray before making an important decision.
· Receive correction with humility.
· Seek wise counsel.
· Slow down before speaking.
· Choose obedience over convenience.
Write down what the Holy Spirit is leading you to do.
