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Study Overview
	1st point: Godly community is a necessary component to living a God centered life and growing in the ways of the Lord.

	2nd point: Accountability is a communal responsibility

	3rd point: Un repentant sin and self denial lead to destruction

	4th point: Greater self awareness lends to our personal walk and supports the walk of those in our community and the Lord’s grace is sufficient




——————————————————————————————————————

1st point: Godly community is a necessary component to living a God centered life and growing in the ways of the Lord.
Main Scripture
1 Corinthians 5
Introduced to a case
There is a man in the body of believers at the church of Corinth that is known to be sleeping with his step mother 
· abominable act and look down upon not only in the faith but even in the culture 
· However the church’s members are arrogant and prideful, thinking highly of themselves despite this KNOWN thing going on within the body. 
· Paul is letting them know that they have nothing to be “proud” of if the necessary discipline isn’t happening 
Discussion Question
Why does Paul expect the church to discipline the member in this passage? Why not his family, why not wait until he gets conviction from the Lord? Why is it not enough to just pray for him?
	- could’ve done all that but clearly at this point it seems as though those possible other progression steps have already occurred (Matthew 18:15-20) (Galatians 6:1-2)
Teaching Notes
In America and in the West we have a culture that is morally individualistic and expressively individualistic

Moral individualism says that I am only responsible for myself not what anyone else does and expressive individualism says I have to determine right from wrong by myself and things mold and change to fit your determination of “right” 

When you put these two things together you get ZERO church discipline  

Scripture shows us that, we can’t view our community like that 
The scripture shows us that in reality we are products of what was modeled, relationships we had or were around us and our community. 
Biblical Example: Joshua chapter 7
	- Joshua chapter 7 
	- Instructed them to not keep any plunder for themselves and that the defeat of Jericho was. not to increase themselves 
	- Achan thought only of himself and hid some of the plunder in his tent for himself 
	- As a result his whole family was put to death
		- They understood that a person cannot develop that level of dishonesty and character without complicity of his family/community. A family like that would produce more Achans 
		- Birds of a feather flock together
Just like Achan family we are also help refund only for our community 

When you know that someone is in sin and you choose not to say anything you’ve let the culture into the body instead of impacting the culture as a bod. Controlled by culture. 

Supporting Scriptures
· James 5:16
· Hebrews 10:24-25
· Proverbs 27:17
· Acts 2:42-47
	Personal Notes / Reflection:





2nd point: Accountability is a communal responsibility
1 Corinthians 5
Verse 5

Destruction of his body -> signaling to his sinful nature 

Purpose of Discipline
We see the purpose in 2 Corinthians 2:5-11
· To wake him up and soften his heart 
· 2 Thessalonians 3:15 
· You’ll hurt the sin in that person, it should humble, convict, and break the person in order to open their eyes. 

Verse 5 
Turning that person over to satan
Turning that person over to satan -> Paul believed that removing him from the fellowship and the body put someone in harm’s way, to be hung out to dry

Which comparatively means that being deeply involved in a fellowship keeps you safe from being “naked”. Without the fellowship you are susceptible to the attacks of Satan to be tossed to and fro no grounding. 

There is no way to stay centered on Christ all by yourself. You won’t do it. 

Paul showed that discipline is a communal act in the spirit
· We love you so we are removing you, you’ll have no protection, bad things may happen and our hope is that it will lead you back to the Lord. 
If this sounds too harsh you don’t take community serious. Clearly not as serious as Paul. 

Context and Caveats
Let’s add context and caveats
· Matthew 18: 15-20
· Galatians: 6:1-2 
· Both show that there is a process to this, it is not a swift and rash decision
The sin that destroys us is unrepentant sin 


1 Corinthians 5: 6-8
1 Corinthians 5: 6-8 
· Understanding of the Passover 
· Paul says that Jesus is THE Passover lamb 
· death and resurrection led to the ultimate salvation and there fore our entire life is a celebration 
· All we do should point to the gospel

1 Corinthians 5:9-13
1 Corinthians 5:9-13
Associate
· Doesn’t mean don’t talk to the person 
· 2 Thess 3:15
· Don’t mix carelessly/blindly
· Stay in loving connection but find a way to express that we are no longer on the same terms 
· Member -> no longer a member 
	Personal Notes / Reflection:





It is each of our responsibilities


3rd Point: Un repentant sin and self denial lead to destruction
Unrepentant Sin
When you are in unrepentant sin you destroy your ability to point to the gospel and you destroy your joy. 

It leads to a lack of joy. Being in a place of continuous repentance leads to joy, humility, fellowship with the Father but refusal destroys joy

You become the yeast (destroyer) in the bread (church) 
· causing division, greed, tension, just problems
All because you don’t let the gospel humble you. 

1 Samuel 15:12-23
1 Samuel 15:12-23 

We all have the biscuit to be in self deception 
We have the infinite ability in our hearts to hide truth from ourselves when the truth is unpleasant (Tim Keller) 

Self Deception
Is it the sin that kills you or your denial? 
Self deception isn’t the worst thing you can do but it is the reason why we can do the worst things

Best example of this is Saul

Best example of this is Saul
God called Saul to COMPLETELY demolish the Amalekites as an act of justice and not for  gain 

What did Saul do? 
· Brought home the best of their wealth and their king
· Things he’s done ALLLL these things for the Lord but in fact has done nothing 

He pretends to be oblivious but he isn’t 

Self deception
· To know the truth but to not know it because you don’t want to 
· To rationalize the wrong you are doing

We all do it
· You see a truth but it is too painful to hold, it’s obvious it is the truth and what do rest, we smother it 

Saul gives us the examples of how we do it in our everyday lives
Saul gives us the examples of how we do it in our everyday lives 
1. vs 15
1. Blaming
2. The soldiers brought them 

2. Sacrifice to the Lord
	- vs 15
	- I did this wrong but look at all this right I’ve done 
	- All these right decisions atone for the wrong I did 

3. We minimize what we’ve done
	- vs 20 
	- I did this AND…
	- Saul believes that he added not subtracted 
	- justifying his actions 


Why is it so easy to fall into self deceit?
Why is it so easy to fall into self deceit?
Vs 17

· Important is vs. 12 Saul built a monument to himself
· Keeping king Agag alive made Saul a king of kings. He wanted to be seen as high and lifted up 

So here is why self secure is easy for us to fall into 
· We wear masks but we need to unmask ourselves 
· We know in our guts we our small but we find ways to deny and hide it from ourselves that we are small (inadequate, sinners) 
· Saul was always insecure 
· Any truth that reveals it leads to us trying to suppress it 
· We want to cling to this image of ourselves 
· Ultimately it is idolatry 
	Personal Notes / Reflection:






4th Point: Greater self awareness lends to our personal walk and supports the walk of those in our community and the Lord’s grace is sufficient
How do we heal?
We need someone to help us point out the deception, the sin, of evil
· Saul pointed it put and exposed the evidence 
· Why do you believe you’ll be able to see your own self deception? You need someone outside of yourself to see it and this is why community is vital 

The willingness to look inward is also vital
The willingness to look inward is also vital 
Look for evidence 

If you are a loner type, don’t think you need community, think you can handle all your issues and problems along (it is just you and God) - self deception is on the way if it hasn’t showed up already 

Always making exceptions for yourself and you don’t think about the implications of your sin. 
· If God is really who He says He is (And He is) He owns us 100%.We must obey Him completely. And if you don’t want to do that your actions are showing that you don’t believe He really is who He says He is and your life is meaningless. There is no in-between
Saul held onto his right to obey when he wanted (his free will) but look where that got him

We must always force ourselves to see the truth, no matter how difficult and the easiest way to do essay is to come to grips with grace

Saul didn’t believe that God could make him”big” so he did it himself. 

Grace
Hebrews 10:8-14

Jesus was GREAT and became small so that we (us) who are so small can become Great in Him. 

If you grasp hold of grace you can handle the truth of your condition and you will find liberty and freedom in that. 
	Closing Reflection:
What truth do I need to let the gospel humble me to see?

Where do I need community, accountability, or grace?









  





