Being Wise Enough to Hide 
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“The shephanim are not a mighty folk, Yet they make their houses in the rocks; [Ps 104:18]”


“¶The high mountains are for the wild goats; The rocks are a refuge for the shephanim.”


The shephanim can be found in scripture, the word itself is a Hebrew word commonly translated in various Bible versions as "coney," "rock badger," or "rock hyrax". Famous for their mention in Proverbs 30:26, these small mammals are known for their wisdom in finding natural security in rocky crevices. 

Shephanim are listed as one of the four "exceedingly wise" small creatures of the earth. Because they are physically defenseless against larger predators, they use their environment to their advantage by building their homes deep within rocky crags for safety.
The Lord gave me a vision of these creatures while praying a couple days ago, and today the Lord spoke to me: “Be wise enough to hide.”
I think many times in our daily walks, when we experience trials, tribulation, attack, and just difficulty as a whole, our first response is to fight. We get into a self-preservation and self-protective mode and prepare for battle. At times, thinking of ourselves as mightier than we truly are, we run towards what the Lord may actually want us to run from. Not running from it out of fear, but running from it in order to run toward someone greater. Him.
Scripture calls the Lord our refuge and strong tower. (Psalms 61, 62, Proverbs 18, Psalm 17, and many more) Refuge means a condition of being safe and protected from danger, trouble, or distress. It can also mean a physical place (like a shelter, sanctuary, or safe house) or anything a person turns to for aid, comfort, or relief. Hebrew word machaseh.
Strong Tower  means a fortified, high structure used as a final refuge during enemy attacks. During the biblical era, a strong (or fortified) tower was a military stronghold built into city walls. In times of war or crisis, citizens would flee from the vulnerable fields directly into the impenetrable tower for safety. It was built to withstand sieges and keep out enemies.
God’s character being described as both a place of refuge and a strong tower should make it easier for us to run to Him in life’s difficulties and in times of attack, but how often does pride (yes, shame and condemnation is pride as well) leave us on the battlefield by ourselves, weak, alone, and vulnerable? Not because rescue wasn’t available, but because we aren’t wise enough to hide in Him.
Being wise enough to hide means having the wisdom to see your vulnerability and a reverence of God that allows you to see Him clearly and, in seeing both yourself and Him clearly, feel free to allow Him to fight for you while you hide in Him for safety.
Practically, though, you may wonder what this looks like. During difficulties of life and when you are under attack, being wise enough to hide may look like:
· Committing to meditating on scripture 
· Staying consistent in prayer despite your feelings 
· Leaning on your community and wise counsel for encouragement and support  
· Believing God and His promises for your life regardless of the battles you are facing
· Not being quick to defend yourself but allowing space for God to be judge between you and the adversary the devil (1 Samuel 24:12)
· Remembering that God is for you and never against you; He is with you in and through everything.

As I began writing this, Holy Spirit reminded me of another great man in Biblical history who hid, King David. Yet he was not a king just yet; after being anointed by Samuel, defeating Goliath and the Philistine armies, he found himself being celebrated by everyone except the one he desired to celebrate him most, Saul. Saul lost the Lord’s anointing due to disobedience and, out of jealousy, chased David down and tried to kill him, and in wisdom, David hid and ran from him.
Psalms 57, written by David, shows his journey of hiding and running and what running from danger into the arms of God does not only for our situation but for our souls through attack…

“Be gracious to me, God, be gracious to me, for I take refuge in you. I will seek refuge in the shadow of your wings until danger passes. I call to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me. , He reaches down from heaven and saves me, challenging the one who tramples me. Selah God sends his faithful love and truth. I am surrounded by lions; I lie down among devouring lions — people whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp swords. God, be exalted above the heavens; let your glory be over the whole earth. They prepared a net for my steps; I was despondent. They dug a pit ahead of me, but they fell into it! Selah My heart is confident, God, my heart is confident. I will sing; I will sing praises. Wake up, my soul! Wake up, harp and lyre! I will wake up the dawn. I will praise you, Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. For your faithful love is as high as the heavens; your faithfulness reaches the clouds. God, be exalted above the heavens; let your glory be over the whole earth.”


This Psalm clearly shows the benefit of running and hiding in our great refuge and strong tower, God Almighty. While David was indeed surrounded by people who wanted to take his life, because he ran to God, he was safe and not only that, the Lord ensured that those who were against him were defeated; and in turn, David’s heart grew more confident in the Lord, and he worshipped God, and praise never left his lips!
I believe this is what we all want in our times of distress: to trust God enough to run to Him and hide in Him, knowing that He’ll keep us safe, covered, and that He’ll thwart the plans of the enemy, leaving us no other response but to praise and glorify His Holy name!
So if you find yourself struggling in this area this week, here’s a prayer I would encourage you to say…

Dear Heavenly Father, I believe that You are my greatest Defender. I believe that every weapon formed against me will fail in the name of Jesus! Help me to trust You more in times of attack, worry, and distress. Please grant me the wisdom to know when to run to You to hide, when to know that I am too weary to keep going, and that I need to seek refuge in You. Lord God, please forgive me for every time I allowed pride to keep me from approaching the throne of grace and asking for help. Help me to kill the pride in my heart. Father God, please grant me the power to overcome my obstacles and give me the endurance to withstand difficult seasons. I pray that You would bless those who oppose me and attack me and allow for us to be reconciled according to Your perfect will, and please keep my heart pure toward them, that I would continue to walk in genuine love toward them. I declare that I trust and believe You, Lord, and by faith I follow You wherever and through whatever. Let Your perfect will be done in my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Throughout the week, take some time to journal and pray through the questions below. I believe the Lord in His infinite wisdom will give us the power and the desire to do all the things that please Him. Let us consider Him faithful who has promised. Have a blessed week!

Journal prompts/Heart checks

1. Where have I been fighting a battle that God never asked me to fight?

Have I been relying on my own strength, wisdom, or ability instead of seeking refuge in Him?

2. When I experience hardship or spiritual attack, what is my first response?

Do I instinctively run to prayer, Scripture, and God’s presence—or do I first run to worry, control, isolation, distraction, or self-defense?

3. What does my response to suffering reveal about what I truly believe about God?

Do I genuinely believe He is my refuge and strong tower, or do I believe I have to protect myself?

4. Is pride keeping me exposed?

In what ways has pride disguised itself in my life?

· Self-reliance
· Defensiveness
· Shame
· Condemnation
· Refusing help
· Wanting to prove myself
· Feeling like I have to fix everything

Ask the Lord to reveal any hidden pride that has kept you from hiding in Him.

5. Where have I mistaken retreat for weakness?

Could the Lord actually be calling me to withdraw into His presence instead of charging into the battle?

6. What rocky places has God already provided for my protection that I have neglected?

Consider:

· Daily prayer
· His Word
· Godly community
· Wise counsel
· Sabbath rest
· Worship
· Silence before Him

Have I been making my home there?

7. Am I allowing God to defend me?

Where have I been too quick to justify myself, win an argument, or prove my innocence?

What would it look like to entrust my reputation to the Lord?


8. Who or what am I hiding in besides Christ?

Where do I seek comfort, security, or escape when life becomes difficult?

Ask yourself:
“What do I run to before I run to Jesus?”


9. How has God faithfully protected me in the past?

Spend time remembering seasons where He carried you, defended you, provided for you, or rescued you.

How does remembering His faithfulness strengthen your trust today?


10. What would it practically look like for me to be “wise enough to hide” this week?

Ask the Holy Spirit for one specific act of obedience.

Maybe He is inviting you to:

· Spend intentional time in prayer before responding.
· Stop trying to defend yourself.
· Ask someone to pray with you.
· Rest instead of striving.
· Memorize Scripture.
· Release an offense.
· Worship in the middle of uncertainty.

Write down what He says.
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